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MATTHEW MITCHELL 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.59 pm]:  Congratulations to Matthew Mitchell 
on winning the Bowls WA prestigious Rosenthal Medallists Medal after dominating the state junior bowling 
championships.  Matthew is a member of the Albany Bowling Club and comes from a family of lawn bowlers.  
His parents, Ross and Dorothy Mitchell, are keen bowlers.  His older brother Thomas was named Albany Junior 
Sportsman of the Year in 2005 and this year is a member of the state lawn bowls squad.  Matthew started playing 
bowls four years ago at the age of 12 after growing up watching the rest of his family play.  At the time he 
copped some flak from his mates for wanting to play this sport, but he has now been recognised as the most 
outstanding junior bowler in Western Australia.  Matthew competed in the under-18 division at the state 
championships and was up against more than 80 competitors.  He went on to win the singles, the pairs and the 
fours.  Mitchell was skipper of the pairs and the fours, but he said that winning the singles was the highlight of 
the intense two-week competition.   

Albany Bowling Club was established in 1899 and is the oldest country lawn bowls club in Western Australia.  
In 2003 it received a community sporting and recreation facilities fund grant to install sand-stabilised synthetic 
grass greens.  This has given the club a year-round playing surface, and Matthew has reaped the benefit of being 
able to practise more often.  The club has had an increase in membership since then, and for the first time in its 
history it won all the men’s and women’s pennants divisions in the one season last year.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper):  Congratulations to those people in Albany.  I will now leave 
the Chair until the ringing of the bells. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


